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The Monitoring Committee (hereinafter referred to as MC) of the Transnational 

Interreg Cooperation Programme V-B “Balkan-Mediterranean 2014-2020” 

assembled for its 7th meeting on 15th of September 2021 online, following an 

invitation by the Managing Authority of European Territorial Cooperation 

Programmes (hereinafter MA of ETCP), in agreement with the European 

Commission and the Partner States. 

Mr Milen Obretenov, representing the National Authority of Bulgaria, as Chair of the 

Monitoring Committee welcomed the participants and opened the 7th Monitoring 

Committee meeting, highlighting the role of the Programme in regional 

development.  

Ms Angeliki Bouziani, Head of the Managing Authority and co-Chair of the 

Monitoring Committee, also welcomed the participants.  

Ms Nadine Lakhal, representing the European Commission, was also attending.  

Quorum was achieved.  

The Agenda of the meeting was approved unanimously.  

The Table attached presents the participation in the 7th meeting of members with 

and without voting rights. 

 

1. Information on the State of Play of the Programme 

Mr Themis Chatzikonstantinou, JS, presented the State of Play of the Programme 

and the developments since the last Monitoring Committee meeting, focusing 

especially in the implementation of the projects and the Programme revision that is 

currently under preparation. It is envisaged that the revision will include among 

others points regarding the transfer of budget from TA to the core axes of the 

Programme, the fine-tuning of the indicators’ system, minor modifications 

regarding the budget breakdown etc.  

A discussion with comments from Cyprus and the European Commission, regarding 

the absorption of the remaining EU funds followed. Cyprus asked what the actual 

percentage of the commitment is. The KS replied that the financial commitment 

nominally is above 115% of the overall Programme budget. However, JS and 

projects’ projections show that the actual commitment is around 85% as the 

beneficiaries absorb around 80% of their budget in average. The JS has asked Lead 

Beneficiaries to upload on the MIS new Application Forms with the budget that they 

are going to actually need in order for the actual and the nominal commitment to 

coincide.  

The European Commission asked what are the tools that the MS/ JS is having in 

mind in order to achieve 100% absorption in case the strategic project to be 

approved does not perform as envisaged. The JS replied the common practice is the 
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increase of the physical and economic object of those projects that are over-

performing. The reason behind such a move is the there are some beneficiaries that 

are lagging behind for bureaucratic reasons. Even though they offer assurances to 

catch up, the MA/ JS have to be ready for every difficulty that may arise.   

The MC acknowledged the content of the presentation. 

 

2. 2nd Call for Project Proposals: Quality assessment 

Ms Athina Kouloumpatsani, JS, presented the project proposal with the acronym 

GO-GREEN, submitted under the Restricted Call for Strategic Project Proposals.  

The MC acknowledged the content of the presentation.    

It was identified that no members of the MC present had a conflict of interest in 

order to participate in the discussion that followed. Greece raised the issue of the 

possible expansion of the partnership scheme, i.e. with the inclusion of a 

beneficiary that initially did not participate in the project due to certain 

circumstances. The JS replied that this is feasible, provided that the Programme 

rules and procedures are respected. It also added that the it will send the Subsidy 

Contract and all other relevant documentation to the Lead Beneficiary as soon as 

possible, the target being that the project will officially start on 01/10/2021.    

The MC unanimously decided to acknowledge the assessment process, 

accept its results and approve the project GO-GREEN for funding.  

 

At the end of the meeting, Brief Minutes and Decisions were drafted by the JS to be 

sent to the MC members for revision and signature. 

 

Signed 

Albanian Delegation  

Bulgarian Delegation  

Cypriot Delegation  

Republic of North Macedonia Delegation  

Greek Delegation  

Managing Authority  
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