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The Monitoring Committee (hereinafter referred to as MC) of the Transnational 

Cooperation Programme “Balkan-Mediterranean 2014-2020” assembled for its 2nd 

meeting on 24-25th of October 2016 in Sofia, following an invitation by the Hellenic 

Managing Authority of European Territorial Cooperation Programmes (hereinafter 

MA of ETCP), in agreement with the European Commission and the Partner States. 

Ms Denitsa Nikolova, Deputy Minister of Regional Development and Public Works of 

Bulgaria, as Chair of the Monitoring Committee welcomed the participants and 

opened the 2nd Monitoring Committee meeting, highlighting the role of the 

Programme in regional development.  

Mr Alexandros Samaras, Head of Unit B1 of the Managing Authority of European 

Territorial Cooperation Programmes, as Operational Chair of the MC, in turn 

welcomed all participants and outlined the agenda of the MC meeting. 

Mr Csaba Hende, representing the European Commission, also welcomed the 

participants. Welcome speeches were addressed by representatives of all National 

Authorities. 

Quorum was achieved even though Albania did not attend the MC meeting. The 

Agenda of the meeting was approved unanimously.  

The Table attached presents the participation in the 2nd meeting of members with 

and without voting rights. 

 

1. Information on the submitted Project Proposals and their 

administrative & eligibility assessment 

Mr Themis Chatzikonstantinou, MA of ETCP, presented statistical data on the 

submitted Project Proposals, emphasizing the high number of proposals submitted 

and the budget asked.  

The MC acknowledged the content of the presentation.    

 

2. List of Permitted Errors  

Ms Nikoletta Tatari, MA of ETCP, presented the proposed list of permitted errors, 

mentioning that it was previously agreed during the Working Group meeting on 

13/09/2016 in Thessaloniki.  

Following a discussion, the MC unanimously approved the List of Permitted 

Errors. See attached Table. 

 

3. List of Project Proposals following the administrative and eligibility 

check 

Ms Tatari presented the lists of Project Proposals to move on to the 3rd Phase: 

Quality Assessment and of Project Proposals to be rejected, following the MC 
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decision on the List of Permitted Errors. She informed the MC that all Lead Partners 

are going to be officially notified in writing on the outcome of their Project 

Proposals’ administrative and eligibility check.  

Following a discussion, the MC unanimously approved the lists of Project 

Proposals. See attached Tables. 

 

4. Establishment of Complaints’ Committee 

Mr Chatzikonstantinou presented the Establishment of the Complaints’ Committee, 

its Rules of Procedure and the Complaints’ Review procedure. It was specified that 

the role of the Complaints’ Committee is limited to the assessment and the 

selection of the Project Proposals to be funded by the Programme, so as to ensure 

fair, just and unbiased treatment of all Project Proposals, in line with the 

Programme provisions     

Following a discussion and consequent amendments, the MC established the 

Complaints’ Committee and approved its Rules of Procedure, as well as the 

Complaints’ Review procedure. 

 

5. Quality Assessment 

Ms Tatari briefly presented the quality assessment procedure as previously 

approved by the Monitoring Committee via Written Procedure. She explained that 

the quality assessment, including state aid assessment, is going to be performed by 

the Joint Group of Internal Assessors and presented the timeline of the quality 

assessment.  

Following a discussion, the MC acknowledged the procedure. The MC 

maintained that assessors should be independent of the institutional 

framework of the Programme, especially the Monitoring Committee and 

the Complaints’ Committee. The MC consequently approved the 

appointment of assessors in the Joint Group of Internal Assessors, based 

on the individual countries’ proposals. However, it asked the MA to inform 

Albania and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia that there is a 

conflict of interest among the proposed assessors and the appointed 

members of the Monitoring Committee and ask them either to change the 

composition of the MC or appoint new assessors (two from Albania, one 

from the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia). The above-mentioned 

three members of the Joint Group of Internal Assessors are going to be 

approved via a Written Procedure of five (5) days. See attached Table of the 

appointed members in the Joint Group of Internal Assessors. 
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6. Joint Secretariat recruitment procedure 

Mr Samaras presented the steps to be followed, as well as statistical data, 

regarding the Joint Secretariat recruitment procedure, as provided by MOU SA.    

The MC acknowledged the presentation. 

 

7. Programme Revision 

Ms Tatari presented revision to be made in the Cooperation Programme, concerning 

the baseline values of result indicators for Specific Objective 1.1 and Specific 

Objective 1.3, following a relevant qualitative and quantitative survey.  

Following a discussion, the MC unanimously approved the Programme 

Revision.    

 

8. Evaluation Plan 

Ms Helena Papazacharopoulou, consultant, presented the Evaluation Plan, drafted 

according to EC Regulations and requirements, as well as the evaluation procedure.  

Following a discussion and consequent amendments, the MC unanimously 

approved the Evaluation Plan and authorised the setting up of an 

Evaluation Steering Group.   

 

9.  Technical Assistance 

Mr Chatzikonstantinou informed the MC members on recent changes in Technical 

Assistance management and asked National Authorities to submit the revised 

Technical Assistance Application Forms, depicting these changes. He also informed 

them that the MA is going to ask them for the annual national TA contribution, 

according to the Technical Assistance Manual.  

The MC acknowledged the presentation.    

 

10.  Communication activities 

Mr Chatzikonstantinou presented the communication activities undertaken by the 

Programme so far, as well as those planned for 2017, according to the 

requirements of EC Regulations.  

The MC acknowledged the presentation. 

 

11.  E-cohesion 

Ms Anastasia Brozou, MA of ETCP, presented the steps undertaken towards e-

Programme management, as well as the Hellenic MIS, especially regarding the 

submission of Project Proposals.  

The MC acknowledged the presentation. 
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12. Other issues 

The re-submission of Annual Implementation Report in SFC integrating EC 

observations for e-cohesion, the BalkanMed participation in an ESPON project 

proposal, the Financing Agreements, the Management & Control System and the 

timeline of future actions were discussed. 

The MC acknowledged the information provided. 

 

At the end of the meeting, Brief Minutes and Decisions were drafted by the MA and 

the Chairperson read them out to all MC members. 

 

Signed 

  

Bulgarian Delegation  

Cypriot Delegation  

The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia Delegation  

Greek Delegation  

Managing Authority  

 

Attached: 

1. Participants’ List 

2. Agenda 

3. List of Permitted Errors 

4. List of Project Proposals, following the administrative and eligibility check 

5. List of members of the Joint Group of Internal Assessors  


