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The Monitoring Committee (hereinafter referred to as MC) of the Transnational 

Cooperation Programme “Balkan-Mediterranean 2014-2020” assembled for its 3rd 

meeting on 10th of March 2017 in Limassol, following an invitation by the Managing 

Authority of European Territorial Cooperation Programmes (hereinafter MA of 

ETCP), in agreement with the European Commission and the Partner States. 

Mr George Georghiou, representing the National Authority of Cyprus, as Chair of 

the Monitoring Committee welcomed the participants and opened the 3rd Monitoring 

Committee meeting, highlighting the role of the Programme in regional 

development.  

Ms Angeliki Bouziani, Head of the Managing Authority of European Territorial 

Cooperation Programmes, as Operational Chair of the MC, in turn welcomed all 

participants and outlined the agenda of the MC meeting. 

Mr Csaba Hende, representing the European Commission, also welcomed the 

participants.  

Quorum was achieved and it was identified that no members of the MC present had 

a conflict of interest. The Agenda of the meeting was approved unanimously.  

The Table attached presents the participation in the 3rd meeting of members with 

and without voting rights. 

 

1. Information on the quality assessment of Project Proposals 

Mr Themis Chatzikonstantinou, MA of ETCP, presented statistical data on the 

submitted Project Proposals, as well as lessons learned from the whole assessment 

procedure.  

The MC acknowledged the content of the presentations.    

 

2. List of Projects to be financed 

Mr Chatzikonstantinou and Ms Nikoletta Tatari, MA of ETCP, presented the proposed 

list of the Project Proposals to be funded, as well as constrains posed by the Call, 

the Programme and the asked budget and their subsequent influence on the 

Programme’s budget and implementation. The lists of Projects to be financed were 

also presented according to the constraints previously discussed during the National 

Authorities’ meeting on 09/03/2017 in Limassol.  

Following a discussion and comments posed, the MC unanimously decided: 

 To acknowledge the assessment process and accept its results;  

 To follow the hierarchy of Projects, as presented in the ranking lists; 

 To proceed with the reduction of the budgets that are going to be 

contracted, according to the Budget Reduction Methodology and the 
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State Aid Assessment and taking into account the restrictions of the 

1st Call for Project Proposals; 

 To proceed with a further reduction of the budget of IPA partners of 

the projects to be funded (up to 20% cumulatively) taking into account 

the restrictions of the 1st Call for Project Proposals. Further reduction 

may apply if justifiable; 

 To cover any remaining overbooked IPA funds at the closure of the 

Programme by ERDF funds, using the 20% flexibility rule, if needed; 

 To place in a Reserve List for a period of eighteen (18) months four (4) 

Projects in Priority Axis 1 (those that have scored a minimum 79) and 

three (3) Projects in Priority Axis 2 (those that have scored a minimum 

79.5), to be funded provided there is availability of funds; 

 To engage experts, in order to support and assist the process the 

Managing Authority will follow in order to proceed to budget 

modifications, if deemed necessary. Possible costs will be covered by 

the transnational Technical Assistance budget; 

 To send an official letter to the European Commission, in coordination 

with the IPA partner states, requesting the commitment of additional 

IPA funds. 

 

The MC decided with a qualified majority of four votes (Albania, Cyprus, 

The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Greece) to one (Bulgaria) 

 To approve 37 projects (17 in Priority Axis 1 and 20 in Priority Axis 2), 

with a budget that matches to the extent possible the Programme’s 

budget; 

 To overbook IPA funds; 

 

Bulgaria asked for a further analysis on the impact of the approved Projects to the 

achievement of Programme indicators. 

All Lead Partners are going to be officially notified in writing on the outcome of their 

Project Proposals’ quality assessment. 

 

3. State Aid Assessment & Budget Modification 

Ms Tatari presented the methodology to be followed regarding the assessment and 

monitoring of the State Aid of the approved Projects, as well as the methodology to 

be followed regarding the budget modification, prior to the signature of the Subsidy 

Contracts.  
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Following a discussion, the MC reiterated that State Aid rules apply only to EU 

member-states and unanimously decided to approve the methodology via a 

Written Procedure. The MC also decided to initiate the State Aid 

Assessment procedure before the contracting of the Projects, engaging 

experts from all member-states, if possible.  

The MC, after a discussion, unanimously approved the Budget Modification 

Procedure and delegated the MA to proceed to all relevant necessary 

actions, in order for the Subsidy Contracts to be signed. 

 

4. Monitoring Committee Rules of Procedure 

Bulgaria presented its request to modify the Monitoring Committee’s Rules of 

Procedure, especially regarding the decision-making process (Rule 7).  

Following a discussion, the MC decided with a qualified majority of four votes 

(Albania, Cyprus, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Greece) 

to one (Bulgaria) not to alter the Monitoring Committee’ Rules of 

Procedure. 

 

5. Complaints’ procedure  

Ms Tatari briefly presented the situation regarding the Project Proposal with the 

acronym “Together”, the Lead Partner of which had submitted a complaint 

challenging the validity of the Monitoring Committee’s decision regarding its 

administrative and eligibility check. The Monitoring Committee had previously failed 

to reach a decision via a Written Procedure on the submitted complaint.  

Following a discussion, the MC didn’t overturn its previous unanimous 

decision –during its 2nd meeting in Sofia- regarding the eligibility of the 

said Project Proposal. Consequently, the Project Proposal remains 

rejected.    

 

6. Programme & Project Implementation Manuals  

Ms Tatari presented proposed amendments to the Programme & Project 

Implementation Manuals.    

The MC unanimously approved the revised documents and delegated the 

Managing Authority to proceed to any other amendments necessary. 

 

7. Joint Secretariat recruitment procedure 

Ms Bouziani presented the steps to be followed regarding the Joint Secretariat 

recruitment procedure, as provided by MOU SA.    

The MC acknowledged the presentation. 
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8. State of Play on Immigration 

Mr Hende presented the European Commission’s and INTERACT’s initiatives on 

immigration and highlighted the need for the BalkanMed Programme to take action 

on the matter, if possible.  

Ms Tatari informed the MC that the ESPON Project, in which the MA is participating, 

has been approved.  

The MC acknowledged the presentation.    

 

9. Other issues 

The Financing Agreements, the Management & Control System and the timeline of 

future actions were discussed. 

The MC acknowledged the information provided.   

 

At the end of the meeting, Brief Minutes and Decisions were drafted by the MA and 

the Chairperson read them out to all MC members. 


